
Session 3 Civil Society and Government - Progress on implementation of 
WHA Resolution on Palliative Care 

 

Time Length Topic Moderator/Panellist 

15.10-15.15 5 mins Introduction to the session Stephen Connor 
Katherine Pettus 

15.15-
15.20 

5 mins Progress in Singapore Dr Elaine Kim 

15.20-15-25 5 mins Progress in Colombia Maria Cordoba 

15.25.15.30 5 mins Progress in Malawi Lameck Tambo 

15.30-15.35 5 mins Palliative Care in DR TB Ernesto Jaramillo 

15.35.15.40 5 mins Living with palliative care needs Helen Davies 

15.40-15.50 5 mins Q&A/discussion  Stephen Connor 
Katherine Pettus 

 
Dr Stephen Connor 

Stephen R. Connor, Ph.D. is the Executive Director of the London, UK based 
Worldwide Hospice Palliative Care Alliance (WHPCA), an alliance of national 
and regional hospice and palliative care organizations worldwide. After 
serving for 11 years in the leadership of the National Hospice and Palliative 
Care Organization (US), he is now focusing on palliative care development 
internationally with the WHPCA. He also serves as Senior Research Fellow 
to Capital Caring in the Washington Area.  

 
Dr Connor has worked continuously in the hospice/palliative care 

movement since 1975, as the CEO of four different US hospice programs. In addition to being a hospice 
and association executive, he is a researcher, advocate, educator, and psychotherapist. Dr Connor’s 
areas of research interest in palliative care include: bereavement, denial in the terminally ill, outcome 
and performance measurement, and evidence based care for the dying. He has chaired the board of 
the International Work Group on Death, Dying, & Bereavement, served on the boards of the ADEC, 
the ICPCN, the Elisabeth Kubler-Ross Foundation, is on the Scientific Advisory Board for the National 
Palliative Care Research Center, and serves as a member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Pain 
and Symptom Management. Dr. Connor has been working on palliative care development 
internationally in Sub-Saharan Africa, Eastern Europe, Asia, and Latin American. He has published over 
125 peer reviewed journal articles, reviews, & book chapters on issues related to palliative care for 
patients and their families and is the author of Hospice: Practice, Pitfalls, and Promise (1998), Hospice 
and Palliative Care: The Essential Guide (2009 & 2018), and co-editor of the Global Atlas of Palliative 
Care at the End of Life (2013 & 2020), a joint WHO and WHPCA publication and Building Integrated 
Palliative Care Programs and Services (2017). 
 
 
Dr Katherine Pettus 

Katherine Pettus is IAHPC’s Senior Advocacy Director. She holds a PhD in 
Political Theory from Columbia University, and a Master’s degree in Health 
Law and Policy from the University of California San Diego. She trained in 
California as a hospice volunteer in 2010, joining the Leadership 
Development Initiative at the Institute for Palliative Medicine in 2011, and 
the IAHPC in 2014. 
 
As Senior Advocacy Director, Katherine leads IAHPC delegations at meetings 
of UN entities to advocate for improved availability, and rational use of 



opioids for palliative care as a component of the right to health. She addresses issues of global 
palliative care development and policy as an essential element of primary health care and universal 
health coverage throughout the life course.  

Dr. Pettus grounds her global advocacy work in her position as a volunteer in inter-disciplinary hospice 
teams, as well as in site visits to IAHPC members and partners in Low- and Middle-Income countries, 
where she participates as often as possible in home-care visits with colleagues who work in extremely 
challenging circumstances. She identifies Dr. Anne Merriman, founder of Hospice Africa Uganda, and 
Dr. M.R. Rajagopal, founder of Pallium India as her original role models/mentors. 
Katherine’s PhD dissertation appeared as a book, ‘Felony Disenfranchisement in America’ (SUNY 
Press) and her Masters Thesis studied the interface between international law and access to 
internationally controlled essential controlled medicines for palliative care. Katherine has an extensive 
list of publications in edited volumes, journals, and a blog. Some of her writing is collected in her self-
published book Global Palliative Care: Reports from the Peripheries. 
 
Dr Elaine Kim 
 

Dr Elaine Kim is a medical doctor with over a decade of clinical 
experience in the palliative care industry. She has served as part of 
multidisciplinary teams in HCA Hospice Care providing palliative home 
care, in Dover Park Hospice, an institution at the forefront of inpatient 
hospice care in Singapore, and was part of a team that launched the 
palliative care ward in St Luke’s Hospital. She has also spearheaded 
multiple awareness-building and fundraising initiatives for palliative care 
in Singapore , raising approximately half a million dollars in funding for 
palliative care charities. 
  
She is currently with the Ministry of Health (MOH) Ageing Planning Office 

(APO) where she is involved in strategic planning in the palliative care sector, and helping to drive an 
initiative to extend provision of palliative care to nursing homes across the island.  
Dr Kim is a World Economic Forum (WEF) Young Global Leader (YGL), a member of the International 
Women’s Forum (IWF) and Milken Young Leaders Circle (YLC) and is actively involved in the Young 
Presidents Organization (YPO) .  
 
 
Dr Maria Cordoba 
 

Dr Maria Cordoba María Adelaida Cordoba-Nuñez, MD. MSc pediatric 
palliative care physician. Currently working at Fundacion Hospital 
Pediatrico se la Misericordia and Hospital Universitario Fundacion 
Santafe de Bogotá as a pediatric palliative care physician both at 
Bogotá, Colombia President of ASOCUPAC (Asociación Cuidados 
Paliativos de Colombia). Instructor professor at Los Andes University, 
School of Medicine. Bogotá Colombia  
  
I went to med school at Pontificia Universidad Javeriana and pediatric 
palliative at Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México in case you 
need that information as well. I also have a master’s degree on Clinical 
Epidemiology. 
 

 
  



Dr Lameck Tambo 
 

I worked in the Palliative care field for 21 years as a Physician and palliative 
care advocate since 2000. I was among the founders of Palliative care 
Association of Malawi as a Chairperson during its inception in 2005. I 
provided and still providing leadership for the development of Palliative 
care in Malawi.   
 
I advocated the integration of Palliative care in the public health system 
and incorporation of palliative care into the Medical and Nursing pre-
service curriculum. I advocated for the availability of Morphine in Malawi 
of which I proudly say that is regularly available in the health facilities and 
accessible by 50% of patients who need it. In 2017 I conducted an academic 

research project on exploring barriers to Morphine availability and accessibility in Malawi for my MSc 
in Public Health.  
 
Through my leadership we advocated for the integration of palliative care into the Central Monitoring 
and Evaluation System and is included and reported in the district Health Information System (DHIS). 
My academic qualifications are Masters degree of Public Health, Bachelor’s degree in Palliative Care 
and Diploma in Clinical Medicine. 
 
Dr Helena Davies 

 
Dr Helena Davies, MBChB (Hons) MD, is an individual with extensive lived 
experience of long term palliative care and lives with multiple NCD's. She 
is a direct stakeholder trustee of the World Hospice Palliative Care 
Alliance (WHPCA); her particular role is advocacy for palliative care 
importantly including advocating for palliative care in low and middle 
income countries. She has also recently worked with Action for Global 
Health providing key stakeholder input into their strategy development. 
She also has a focus on advocating for the inclusion of palliative care in 
UHC and for the input from individuals with lived experience in policy 
development and strategic planning for provision of care, including 
palliative care for people living with NCDs. She has participated in a 
number of WHO workshops representing the WHPCA. She provides lived 
experience input into a number of research projects. She has established 

and chairs a small charity which provides a therapeutic garden to promote physical and/or mental 
health for individuals in the local community. Previously she was a consultant paediatrician with a 
particular interest in the long term follow up of survivors of childhood cancer but had to take ill-health 
retirement in 2007. When working she also participated extensively in research and published widely 
in peer-reviewed journals. 

 

 
 


